Contract and Grant User Meeting Minutes

01/13/09

Accounting Updates

· Open Skies Agreement – 
· NSF is the only agency that is starting this program.  Open Skies Agreements are bilateral agreements between the US and other countries that liberalize air transportation between the countries.  These agreements do not permit the use of foreign air carriers for inter-U.S. travel (including travel between the US and its territories).  At this time, the US has Open Skies Agreements with Australia, Switzerland and the European Union.  
· The General Services Administration has confirmed that Open Skies Agreements may be utilized to connection with travel charged to federally funded awards.  However, there are exceptions, including DoD funding and the City Pair Program.  
· NSF is the first federal agency to update their travel policies to clarify that travel on foreign air carriers under an Open Skies Agreement is permissible.  
· UCOP is currently reviewing UC travel policy and guidelines in light of this development.  Until further notice, UC policy continues to be compliance with the Fly America Act, as well as, UC and campus travel policies.
Question: When the policy does change, where will this information be disseminated?

Answer: Travel User Group meeting, Contract and Grant User Group meeting, as many places as we can to get the information out.

Question:  When is this effective?  If my traveler traveled last year, but I haven’t processed the travel voucher yet, can I apply the Open Skies Act?

Answer: No, UC/UCR policy remains unchanged at the present time and we must continue to follow the Fly America Act.  In addition, the NSF policy change to incorporate travel using Open Skies Agreement is not retroactive.  It only applies to travel that occurred on or after 01/05/09.

Financial Transaction Detail Report - 

· The Financial Transaction Detail Reports for December are erroneous in the summary portion for Function 80.  It is only picking up the November balance.  The detail below is correct.  


Question:  Will the December ledgers be re-run to correct this problem?

Answer: Yes.

ERS Report – 

· The VLA is not picking up the BC31 and BC22, examples will be submitted to Sharon Shanahan who will contact Amber Jones for correction.
Office of Research Updates

Yale University $7.6M Settlement – 

· Yale University has reached a settlement with the U.S. Department of Justice to resolve allegations that Yale violated the False Claims Act.

· Alleged that Yale researchers improperly authorized the transfer of expenses to federal awards to spend down remaining funds.

· Alleged that Yale researchers certified time/effort reports to substantiate 100% of their summer salary charged to federal awards but devoted significant effort during the certified periods to unrelated work.

· The Chancellor, EVC, and VCR have all expressed concern about the focus of the allegations and the size of the settlement.

· Link for DOJ Press Release and Yale Press Statement contained in the Office of Research News and Updates slides.

Committee on Enhancing Accountability – 
· Charged and chaired by the Vice Chancellor of Research in response to FY 07 Post Award Audit and the Summary Recommendations – Enhancing Accountability and Resolving Sponsored Programs Noncompliance paper.

· Broad representation:  central administration, colleges and faculty.

· Focusing efforts on developing recommendations for technological solutions, process review/change and policy development/implementation in the following areas:

· Training

· Effort Reporting

· Cost Transfers

· Award Close Outs

· Preaward Expenditures

· Technology subcommittee has identified several projects, some low hanging fruit, others longer term:

· Effort Reporting System

· PI Financial Statement/Certification System

· Award Close-Out System

· Preaward Request System

· On-line training for department chairs, faculty and staff

· UCRFS changes to prevent deficit spending and inhibit the transfer of costs previously transferred

· The committee continues to meet and prioritize projects and activities, develop budget, and then implement.

Question: Regarding summer effort, when the PIs are not actually spending 100% effort, but requesting it on their budgets, can this information (the Yale lawsuit) be sent to PI’s?

Answer: Yes, it can be sent around to PIs, Chairs, Dean’s.  Feel free to share this press release.  Notice that the press release states that “Yale researchers” actions are the subject of the allegations, but the institution had to pay the price.  Bruce is willing to come to any group and discuss this or any other issue.

State of California Grants and Budget Issues –

· In August, executive order S-08-09 halted work on all state contracts.  Some grants were “unsuspended.”

· December 18th State of CA Department of Finance issued a letter stating requiring state agencies to suspend all contracts paid from State general obligation bonds.  This includes contracts paid for from propositions 13, 40, 50, and 84 bond funds.

·   Do not continue work on State bond funded contracts.  If you are not sure how you are paid, please contact OR.
Question: If my grant was not suspended before and not bond funded am I ok?

Answer: Then you are ok, generally Marketing Boards are ok.  Again, if you are unsure, contact the OR Contract and Grant Officer assigned to your unit.  It is important to note that No costs are being recovered unless (or until) the suspension is lifted.  No invoices are being paid as of December 18, 2008.  We may have subawards that are being affected that we will not find out about for another week or so.

Headlines from the OR Web Site – 

· NSF Regional Grants Conference in Tempe, Arizona:  March 30 - 31.

· NIH “K” awards (Career Awards) are transitioning to Grants.gov on February 12th.

· Grants.gov is completely transitioning to adobe on February 21st.

· Stakeholders web-cast at 10 am on 01/21/09.  It will be archived if you miss it.

· IGERT Preproposals due to OR on January 29 at 4pm.

Other News, Updates & Announcements – 

· Proposal and award data requests can be accessed through OR’s Web portal.  All reporting options are there.  The Award Reports and Proposal Reports are very robust.

Question:  Who is responsible for updating the portal if there is incorrect or incomplete information?
Answer:  The information comes from COEUS and it updates multiple times daily.  

Question:  No, this was from a year ago.

Answer:  Quality out is only as good as the quality that is input in from the eCAF.  If there is still a problem send it to Bruce.  Once information from eCAF is in the final submission to OR then the award data is frozen and entered into COEUS.  If there is a problem with that information, then email Bruce with any problems and/or changes that need to be made.
Question:  My PI told me a proposal was denied, I told my OR analyst who told me I needed something in writing.  The PI did not have anything in writing from the agency.  
Answer: An email from the PI or the Department Grant Analyst to OR stating that the proposal was denied or will not be funded is sufficient.

· Research Administrators Certification Council (http://www.cra-cert.org) will hold a “Body of Knowledge Review Session” at UCR (in the Commons) on March 23.  This is a review session that helps prepare research administrators to sit for the Certified Research Administrator exam.

· Registration is $ 195.00.  The fee to take the test is currently $ 340.00. 

· Some suggestions to cover the cost – Staff Assembly, Oscar Caso suggested the possibility that the more we get in attendance we could get a lower registration price. 

Electronic Sponsor Proposal Submission Systems – 

· Please do not wait for the final hours of deadlines, don’t wait for the final day of the 3 or 7 day deadline.  It can take several hours to successfully submit a proposal through the Grants.gov system. 

· Pointed out that this information should be shared at Chair’s and Dean’s Meetings as Department Grant Analysts’ are constrained by PIs last minute submissions.  Bruce indicated that this information would be communicated broadly.
· Within a week of the meeting the VCR and Bruce sent a memo to all UCR Researchers addressing problems currently being encountered with Grants.gov and other electronic proposal submission systems (http://lists.ucr.edu/pipermail/office-of-research/2009q1/000108.html)
